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International Women's Day!

... a contemporary story of mothers
and daughters set against the
backdrop of a not-so-distant dark
time in American history, when
powerful forces sought to control
who should have children.

Three generations of women
struggle with the intertwined
choices of sex, love, pregnancy,
and motherhood.
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On Writing in multiple timelines...

As historical fiction writers, we pull a particular
story from the collective consciousness.
Reminds me of the way Dumbledore uses his
wand to pull a memory. He places it in the
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pensieve for Harry to view. The same with
historical fiction. We might all be familiar with
events of history, but the particularity of a story
brings those events to life with human emotion.
We get to experience that point in space and
time alongside the characters. 

I've always enjoyed telling generational stories
in multiple timelines. I didn't intentionally set out
to write all of my novels that way, but here I am.
In The Mother Gene, it seemed that the best
way to tell the story of three women unraveling
the intertwinedness (I think I just invented that
word) of sex, love, mothering, and pregnancy
was to become an eye-witness to how each of
them faced these weighty demands of a
woman's life.

And here's the important part, I wanted Lillian's,
Miriam's, and Olivia's stories to be within the
context of history. I love writing the historical
aspects of my novels because that old adage
the more things change, the more they stay the
same seems to be true. There's so much to
learn when we look back at women's lives in
historical context.

Not every woman wants to be a
mother.

I wonder--has the expectation that all women will
naturally want children lessened over the years?
Have we learned anything about women? Have
we been listening?

The second wave feminists started tackling
these questions. Coming of age during that time
in history, my character, Miriam and her best
friend, Rachel, see mothering in very different
ways. 

When Miriam reads The Feminine Mystique, her
eyes are opened.

Feminism and mothering

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boGfhAHjGVY
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Feminine_Mystique


Betty Friedan wrote:

"Women, we were told, could go to school,
work a bit, get married, stay with the children
fifteen to twenty years, and then go back to
school and work--no problem; no need for
role conflicts."

That's what women were told, however, here
was the CATCH:

"The women who were advancing this theory
were among the exceptional few to reach top
jobs because they had somehow not
dropped out for fifteen or twenty years." 

Friedan's 1963 book was written at the start of
the second wave of feminism, yet...

A decade later, women were still steeped, like
strong tea, in the pressure to be the good
mother. Marabel Morgan, a beauty queen,
housewife, and mother wrote in her 1973
bestseller, The Total Woman (notice the
gendered language she uses):

"I often wonder if a mother realizes how very
important she is to her children? Are you
your child's closest friend? Sure, he has his
own companions, but they cannot take your
place. He needs your friendship in a cheery
home environment. He needs your personal
undivided attention, which cannot be
replaced with institutional care or day care."

Yikes! Along the lines of Marabel Morgan's
marriage and mothering philosophy for the
1970s, be sure and click on the image of
Kathy Bates (above) for a chuckle.

Check out this article on Medium by Ramona
Grigg: Marabel Morgan and Why the Feminist
Movement had to get Moving.

When we look at feminism today, we realize
Betty Friedan was mostly representing a
particular group of women--white, heterosexual,
middle-class, educated. 

As Jacob Munoz says in The Smithsonian:

"While The Feminine Mystique spoke bold
truth to white, college-educated, middle-class
women, keeping house and raising children
and dealing with a lack of fulfillment, it didn’t
recognize the circumstances of other
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women. Black and LGBTQ feminists in the
movement were largely absent from the
pages of The Feminine Mystique and in her
later work as a leading activist, prominent
members of the feminist movement would
come to clash with her beliefs and her quick
temper. She would be criticized for moderate
views amid a changing environment."

And our saga continues...

As history would have it...

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2006/feb/06/guardianobituaries.gender


America has a long history related to
who gets to be a mother.

Once again, we're in Virginia. It's 1906, and a
young woman named Carrie Buck is born into a
poor family. Her father leaves and her mother,
Emma, is institutionalized at the Virginia State
Colony for Epileptics and Feebleminded. The
reasons? Immorality, alleged prostitution, and
syphilis. Carrie is placed in foster care. When
Carrie is in 6th grade, her foster parents remove
her from school so she can stay home and help

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_State_Colony_for_Epileptics_and_Feebleminded


with the housework. At 17, she is raped and
impregnated by her foster mother's nephew.

In January, 1924, Carrie is admitted to the same
institution as her birth mother. Her reason for
admission? Feeblemindedness, stubborn behavior,
and promiscuity. Carrie gives birth to a daughter in
March of 1924. Since she's been declared unfit to
mother, her former foster mother adopts the child.

Carrie Buck becomes the test case for the brand
new Sterilization Act of 1924. In 1927, the Supreme
Court ruled in Buck v. Bell that Carrie could be
forcibly sterilized.

The now famous quote from justice Oliver Wendall
Holmes is chilling in its prescience: 

 Carrie Buck "is the probable potential parent of
socially inadequate offspring, likewise
afflicted....It is better for all the world, if instead
of waiting to execute degenerate offspring for
crime, or to let them starve for their imbecility,
society can prevent those who are manifestly
unfit from continuing their kind. The principle
that sustains compulsory vaccination is broad
enough to cover cutting the Fallopian tubes.
Three generations of imbeciles are enough."

Check out this article by Jasmine E. Harris on Why
Buck v. Bell Still Matters.

MOM GENES by Abigail Tucker

In The Mother Gene, Miriam seeks a
scientific test--a test that might predict a
woman's readiness for mothering. Fantasy,
right?

Imagine my surprise to find Mom
Genes! Abigail Tucker explores the science
around mothering and maternal instinct.
Fascinating stuff.

In a section particularly interesting to
me, Tucker talks about the desire mothers
have for female friendship. 

I read this book...

https://blog.petrieflom.law.harvard.edu/2020/10/14/why-buck-v-bell-still-matters/
https://www.amazon.com/Mom-Genes-Science-Maternal-Instinct/dp/150119285X
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"Beneath that simple desire, though,
lurk eons of selective pressures. Female
friendship likely began as a stockpiling
of allomothers, an all-hands-on-deck
necessity given the length and depth of
human child-rearing endeavors, our
large numbers of simultaneously
dependent young, the danger of our
environments, and the general flakiness
of the resident males."

Makes sense. But then she goes on and
loses me a bit.

"Indeed, lesbianism may have similar
origins, a kind of trading of maternal
favors that led to a much deeper
relationship down the evolutionary
road." 

Hmm. Don't think "trading of maternal
favors" is what I was after. But, it's a
thought.

Check out my next blog where I begin to deal
with a HUGE collision of identities brought on
by mothering while queer. Click here to read
"It all started with racquetball..."

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/allomother
http://www.lynnebryant.com/
https://www.lynnebryant.com/mothering-while-queer/


Lynne Bryant
Manitou Springs, Colorado
United States of America

You received this email because you signed up on my website
or it was forwarded to you.

Unsubscribe

https://www.lynnebryant.com/catfish-alley/
https://www.lynnebryant.com/alligator-lake/
https://www.facebook.com/authorlynnebryant
https://www.instagram.com/lynnebryantauthor/
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/162814/emails/71860994867988384
https://www.mailerlite.com/

