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... a contemporary story of mothers
and daughters set against the
backdrop of a not-so-distant dark
time in American history, when
powerful forces sought to control
who should have children.

Three generations of women
struggle with the intertwined
choices of sex, love, pregnancy,
and motherhood.
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From LYNNE BRYANT
My writing journey, interesting snippets from my research, books

I'm reading, and other stuff that makes me think.

My writing journey

Just another mother daughter story...

I had two published novels under my belt and I was without a
contract for the next book. My Penguin/NAL editor had rejected

https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/162814/emails/68049640054851559
http://www.lynnebryant.com/
http://lynnebryant.com/


Looking at feminism through
different lenses...

Lillian, Miriam, and Olivia--the main
characters in The Mother Gene--are all
from different waves of feminism. Lillian's
generation, the first wave, fought for the
right to vote and tried to get their foot in the
tightly locked door of education. 

After WWII, Miriam's generation, the
second wave of the 1960s, recommitted to
their mothers' and grandmothers' fight for
equality.

While in college, Miriam reads Betty
Friedan's The Feminine Mystique, while her
best friend, Rachel is busy becoming The
Total Woman (a best seller in 1973). Talk
about conflict! More on this to come.

everything I tried. So, I was back to pitching to my agent, trying to
land on something we could both love. I finished the first iteration of
THE MOTHER GENE in late 2018. As is often the case, my novel
and my agent did not connect. "Essentially, this is a family story of
mothers and daughters, a story that has been told many times."
That’s what my agent said. We agreed to go our separate ways
after a decade of working together.

What I had to learn over the next four gut-wrenching years was that
“just another mother daughter story” was exactly what I needed to
write. For lots of reasons. The first and most important being: I had
to work out my shit about mothering. Not to mention, you know,
things like universal themes, questions about nature versus
nurture, why people do what they do, etc.

I have a hunch that this particular mother daughter story hasn't
been told enough. So, I'm approaching the release of The Mother
Gene with much anticipation. As Brene Brown says "in this world,
choosing authenticity and worthiness is an absolute act of
resistance." So, here we go. 

Feminists then and now

https://www.womenshistory.org/exhibits/feminism-first-wave-0
https://www.womenshistory.org/exhibits/feminism-second-wave
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Feminine_Mystique
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Total_Woman
https://brenebrown.com/book/the-gifts-of-imperfection/


Speaking of education and
women...

The opening scene of The Mother Gene
takes place at the iconic University of
Virginia Rotunda. 

“The University of Virginia Rotunda glowed
in the buttery light of a balmy May evening.
Dr. Miriam Stewart snagged a glass of
white wine from a passing uniformed waiter
and forced herself to sip it slowly.”

Miriam is one of only a handful of women to
attend the historic University of Virginia
School of Medicine in the 1970s, although
the first woman to graduate from UVA Med
School was Sarah Ruth Dean of
Mississippi, in 1922. Go Sarah! What must
that have been like for her? The setting of
the beautiful UVA campus in Charlottesville
inspired several scenes in The Mother
Gene.

A little history...

I read this book...

https://uvamagazine.org/articles/timeline_of_women_at_uva
https://www.virginia.edu/visit


War Against the Weak by Edwin
Black

Black's book was one of the first I read
while doing research for The Mother Gene.
Black paints a frightening picture of the
early eugenicists and their pursuit of a
"Master Race." Having recently moved back
to Colorado from the western side of
Virginia, these words on page 3 caught me
and would not let me go: "In the 1930s, the
Brush Mountain hill folk, like many of the
clans scattered throughout the isolated
Appalachian slopes, lived in abject poverty."
I had observed the beauty of that area first-
hand. Living in Appalachia inspired the
setting for Lillian's farmhouse in the fictional
Hazel Hollow.

In this month's blog, I begin to explore my
own mothering journey. Click here to read
"And so, it began..."

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC341445/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brush_Mountain_Wilderness
http://www.lynnebryant.com/
https://www.lynnebryant.com/mothering-while-queer/
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